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REVIEWS 


The Americana annual, an encyclo- 
pedia of current events, 1936. Editor, 
A. H. McDannald; Assistant editor, 
J. B. McDonnell. Chicago, Ameri- 
cana corp., 1936. 810p. cloth $8; 
buckram $10; fabrikoid $11. 

A review of the 1935 issue of this 
familiar publication appeared in The 
Subscription Books Bulletin for July 
1935. 

Material in the 1936 Annual, as in 
preceding ones, appears to have been con- 
sistently brought up to date from reliable 
sources, the more important articles hav- 
ing been prepared by specialists in those 


fields. 


*. 


Ethiopian affairs, as might be ex- 
pected, receive special emphasis. Italo- 
Ethiopian war is the heading of a three 
and one-half page article with a map 
showing its progress to the beginning of 
1936, while the political aspects of the 
struggle are discussed at some length 
under World politics. ‘The article on 
Ethiopia has been considerably expanded 
and a bibliography added, which, how- 
ever, fails to include any 1935 publica- 
tions. Haile Selassie is one of two living 
persons (the other being Anthony Eden) 
considered sufficiently outstanding in the 
year’s events to receive biographical 
notice. 
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A nine-page Chronology is an interest- 
ing new feature. 

As in the 1935 Americana annual new 
United States governmental agencies are 
stressed. 

The list of nonfiction books, with brief 
descriptive sentences, included under the 
heading Philology has been expanded to 
almost double the length of a correspond- 
ing list appearing in the 1935 Annual. 
Many of these works would seem more 
useful if they had been appended to the 
articles where one would naturally look 
for them, as in the case of general books 
on countries. Thus, several 1935 publi- 
cations on Ethiopia are listed which be- 
long in the article on Ethiopia. (See 
above.) Cross references linking the 
article, Philology, to specific subjects 
treated elsewhere would be helpful, as 
also would cross references between Phil- 
ology and Literature. 

Exception must be taken to the ex- 


tremely informal, individualistic style and 
partisan tone of the article on China. 
This hardly seems the judicial account 
of events, proper to a work of this nature. 

The index in the back, to 1933, 1934 


and 1935 Annuals, aims to cover “only 


special articles (mostly biographies) 
which are not repeated in the current is- 
sue.” However, inconsistencies similar 
to those criticized in the 1935 Annual 
keep it from being adequate even within 
these limits. Improvements are an added 
entry for Books, Best sellers in 1932, 
1933, 1934; and the more consistent list- 
ing of bridges, canals and tunnels under 
their names as well as under general sub- 
ject heading. 

A list of illustrations would be an 
improvement. 


The outside margins have been nar- 
rowed, marring the appearance of the 
page and throwing greater wear and tear 
upon the printed matter. 

Recommended. 


The Cumulative loose-leaf business 
encyclopedia. Editor-in-chief, John 
G. Herndon, jr. 9v., with additional 
Business service binder, labeled volume 
10. Phila., Winston, c1936. Morocco 
grained cloth, including ten-year An- 
nual revision service and Business in- 
formation service, $48; full leather, 
without services, $45 ; with services, $6 
per year additional, payable annually 
in advance. Library discount 25%. 


Because this work has no general pref- 
ace, one must turn to the publisher’s ad- 
vertising broadside for information as to 
its plan, intent, and the readers to whom 
it is addressed. From this source, it is 
learned that here is “a work which com- 
prises the accumulated knowledge of the 
Nation’s greatest business authorities,” 
that it is “a work of reference on a new 
plan, that is definitely classified” and that 
it is “arranged for continuous reading” 
and “indexed for ready reference.” It 
is addressed to “all who have business 
interests,” especially to the man who 
wishes to keep abreast of business prog- 
ress. “To the man engaged in his own 
business or to the man holding a respon- 
sible position,” the publisher feels that 
“this new work will be found indis- 
pensable.” 

Upon examination, the encyclopedia 
proves to consist of a series of individual 
texts written by various authors, each 
with its own table of contents and index. 
In lieu of a general introduction there is 
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an article on How to read technical books 
and periodicals, by J. H. Van Deventer. 
There is no general table of contents nor 
general index so that possible use of the 
set for “ready reference” is correspond- 
ingly limited. 

The set was published in 1925 under 
the title Business library for business men, 
and in 1927 and 1932 under the present 
title, with H. T. Collings as editor-in- 
chief. No copies of these earlier editions 
were available for comparison. It was 
possible, however, in the case of many of 
the authors included, to examine other 
material which they had published on the 
same subjects. Much of the material in 
some of the Encyclopedia texts was 
found to be reprinted with occasional 
omissions and few changes from older 
texts, many of which were included in the 
International library of technology pub- 
lished by the International textbook co., 
abbreviated hereafter as I. L. T. and I. T. 
co., respectively. 

Aside from the series of copyright 
dates on the backs of title pages, no indi- 
cation is given of indebtedness to other 
works, nor of the extent of revisions. 

Titles and authors of the volumes in 
the set are listed below, with comparative 
notes when other material by the same 
authors was available. 

Volume l. The executive; business ad- 
ministration, by A. H. Church. This is 
largely a reprint of the author’s The 
making of an executive, 1. T. co., c1922; 
Appleton, c1923. The exercises given at 
the end of each chapter in the Appleton 
edition have been omitted. ‘There are 
occasional deletions of sentences or para- 
graphs, but apparently no additional 
material. 


Volume 2. Production, by E. H. Fish; 
Personnel, by W. L. Fletcher; Cost ac- 
counting, by Charles Reitell. The first 
two sections have been reprinted with 
some omissions, from Industrial relations, 
by E. H. Fish, I. T. co., c1922. The 
section Cost accounting, by Charles Rei- 
tell, is much condensed from the author’s 
earlier work on this subject, I. T. co., 
c1933. 

Volume 3. Income tax, by J. G. Hern- 
don, jr.; Corporations, by R. J. Bennett; 
Accounting, by N. H. Prouty. Other 
books written on these subjects by their 
respective authors were not available for 
comparison. 

Volume 4. Business economics, by H. 
T. Collings; Banking, by Frank Parker; 
Finance and investment, by L. P. Strad- 
ley. 

Volume 5. Marketing, by F. E. Clark; 
Salesmanship, by R. L. Wood; Credits- 
collections, by S. R. Hall and P. H. 
Nystrom. Salesmanship is a reprint 
without revision, but with some omissions, 
of Selling as a business force... ,1.L.T., 
v. 118B, c1911-1916. Credits-collections 
is practically the same as section 19 in 
Salesmanship and management, I. L. T., 
v. 339B, c1912-1923. <A different intro- 
ductory paragraph has been used, a plate 
has been added, and some paragraphs and 
sentences have been omitted. 

Volume 6. Advertising, by Charles 
Ellison ; Correspondence, by P. S. Keiser; 
Office management, by A. H. Church. 
Apparently a number of the I. L. T. 
volumes have been abstracted and revised 
to form this volume. For example, 
pages 1-18 appear to be reprinted, with 
some omissions, from Fundamentals of 


advertising, by C. E. Ellison, I. L. T., v. 
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60D, c1918; pages 18-38 appear to be a 
rewritten summary of sections 12-13 of 
I. L. T., v. 61C; and pages 39-72 a very 
condensed summary of How to make ad- 
vertisements attractive, I. L. T., v. 467, 
c1909, c1917-1918. 

Volume 7. Insurance, by S. S. Hueb- 
ner; Real estate, by W. C. Harris; 
Public utilities, by T. R. Snavely. The 
section on real estate is a reprint with dele- 
tions and a few changes and additions of 
the author’s Real estate, I. T. co., c1925- 
1926, and Practical real estate, McKay, 
c1925-1926. 

Volumes 8-9. Commercial law, by 
U. E. Crane. This is a partially revised 
edition of the author’s Business law for 
business men, Winston, c1916. Many 
pages are identical in the two editions, but 
changes have been made here and there 
throughout the work. The section on 
Banks and banking and Bankruptcy have 
incorporated in them the relevant parts 
of the Banking act of 1935 and the Bank- 
ruptcy act of 1935, respectively, but the 
chapter on Common carriers is written 
without cognizance of the Common car- 
riers act of 1935, which leaves that sec- 
tion outmoded. 

The Cumulative loose-leaf business en- 
cyclopedia seems better adapted to home 
study and general reading than to refer- 
ence use, by virtue of its arrangement and 
presentation, and its lack of a general 
table of contents and general index. The 
style for the most part is clear and popu- 
lar. There are many diagrams and tables 
throughout the set, occasional portraits, 
and certain other plates of no special 
value. 

The binders in the set examined are 
of blue cloth, stamped with gilt letters, 


and simulate bound volumes. They are 
uncomfortable to hold open. 

There is no question that considerable 
good material written by authorities is 
contained in the set. Much, however, is 
reprinted with little or no revision from 
old texts. Most of the material, or its 
equivalent, is available in other forms and 
doubtless already in many library col- 
lections. 

Two special features which are of- 
fered purchasers of the Encyclopedia are 
a ten-year Cumulative loose-leaf annual 
revision service and a ten-year Business 
information service. These are included 
by a “special cooperative combination 
offer” in the price of the subscription at 
$48. The Revision service, according to 
the publisher’s statement, is published 
annually and is usually ready for distribu- 
tion about the first of each December, 
at which time it is sent to subscribers 
who should insert it in the proper volumes 
of the set. 

The Business information service, on 
the publisher’s authority, “is a question 
and answer service which is conducted 
solely for the purpose of supplying infor- 
mation more in detail than is covered by 
the work. Under provisions of contract, 
subscriber is entitled to membership for a 
period of ten years, and is permitted to 
submit to said Bureau, one question 
weekly for the life of their contract.” 

On the actual value of these two 
features the Committee has no informa- 
tion beyond the fact that one large library 
has not found the Revision service worth 
while. It would seem questionable wis- 
dom to purchase an unsatisfactory work 
on the presumption that its defects would 
be repaired by supplementary services. 
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As for the set itself, it is felt that 
libraries and individuals can spend the 
price of the subscription to better advan- 
tage on up-to-date, separate volumes 
available on the subjects which are repre- 


sented in it. It is not recommended. 


The Encyclopedia Americana; a 
library of universal knowledge. 30v. 
Chicago, Americana corp., c1936. 
Artex binding $120; library buckram 
$150; fabrikoid $180. Temporary al- 
lowance prices to libraries when older 
editions are turned in as part payment: 
artex binding $98.50; library buck- 
ram $128.50; fabrikoid $148.50. 


For evaluations of this encyclopedia 
up to and including the 1931-1932 re- 
issue see Mudge’s Guide to reference 
books, sixth edition, and The Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January 1932. 

The 1936 issue is not to be considered a 
new and revised edition, but rather a re- 
print showing some revision and changes 
in plates. The publisher himself does not 
claim more than this and states in a letter 
to the Committee “that libraries owning 
the 1932 edition and ensuing year books 
would not need the 1936 edition.” 

In examining the new issue, the revi- 
sion of 1931-1932 was used for compari- 
son, except as otherwise indicated. 

Considering first the character and 
amount of revised material in the 1936 
issue, there are perhaps ten or twelve 
freshly written long articles mostly on 
scientific, technical or industrial subjects. 
Examples of such articles are Aeronautics, 
Automobile, Boilers, Electric alternating 
current machinery, Steam, and Telegra- 
phy and telephony, radio. These seem 
to be comprehensive and up-to-date and 


Ghee 


are written by people well known in 
their fields. 

To make room for some of these long 
articles, certain other articles have been 
omitted. Thus, Electric alternating cur- 
rent machinery replaces Electric anneal- 
ing, Electric annunciator, Electric aura, 
Electric bath, Electric egg, Electric farm- 
ing, and Electric field. In the cases of 
Aeronautics and of Telegraphy and 
telephony, radio, topics which formerly 
had separate treatment are now in- 
corporated in the general article. Thus, 
Aeronautic charts, Aeronautical nomen- 
clature and Airplanes are dealt with 
under Aeronautics. 

Other new or rewritten articles are 
American Library Association, Adolf 
Hitler, Will Rogers, Rosicrucian Order 
and United States—New federal agencies. 
Hitler is substituted for Hitotsubashi, 
and Will Rogers for William Rogers, the 
English clergyman and educational re- 
former, and William Augustus Rogers, 
American astronomer. 

Occasional articles show slight addi- 
tions or changes of varying length and 
importance within the text. For example, 
Railways of the United States has an 
added paragraph on modernization and 
Germany as a republic has been changed 
somewhat to include information on the 
Hitler dictatorship. 

Some contemporary biographies are 
slightly revised to the extent of indicating 
the date of death or other information, 
but most appear unchanged. 

Articles on a few American cities have 
received slight changes in statistics and 
otherwise, but in general remain the same 
as in the 1931-1932 issue. Population 
statistics for some American and Cana- 
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dian cities and towns which had not been 
revised in the 1931-1932 issue have been 
changed to show latest census figures. 
For the Italian cities of Milan and Naples 
1934 population figures are given, but for 
the most part no changes are in evidence 
for foreign cities, and the articles on 
Japan, Manchuria, Spain, and some other 
important countries, lack revision. 

Some other examples of unrevised 
material are the articles on Nobel prizes 
and Sports, and the lists of governors in 
articles on states. 

Many new photographic illustrations 
of excellent quality have been added, and 
in many cases new plates have been sub- 
stituted for old ones, even when the text 
of the articles which they illustrate has 
not been altered. 

According to the preface, maps have 
been revised to January 1936. Recent 
political changes, such as those in Man- 
chukuo, Libya, and the Saar, changes in 
names of countries, territories and cities, 
and additional railroad lines have been 
noted. In some cases the coloring of the 
maps is better and the boundary lines 
more distinct than in the 1931-1932 
issue. 

Bibliographies for the most part ap- 
pear the same as in the 1931-1932 issue 
of the Americana. 

Corrections of certain slight errors ap- 
pearing in the 1931-1932 issue have been 
made. 

In addition to the library buckram and 
fabrikoid bindings, a new red “artex,” 
or very light buckram, binding has been 
furnished which is attractive looking 
though somewhat lighter than the blue 
buckram of the 1931-1932 issue. The 
type is clear and sharp. 


In judging the 1936 issue of the En- 
cyclopedia Americana, one must keep in 
mind that, by the publisher’s own candid 
statement, it is a partial revision only. 
As such it has to commend it some excel- 
lent new articles, many new illustrations, 
and numerous minor changes, whereby 
articles have been bettered. It is felt 
to be an improvement in these respects on 
its predecessor. 

The essential criticism of the work 
considered simply as a somewhat revised 
printing of the 1931-1932 issue is that 
revision is unequal and seemingly hap- 
hazard within the limits adopted. Apart 
from this, librarians will regret that 
means could not be found to bring up to 
date certain material retained from issues 
antedating that of 1931-1932, such as 
the article on Medicine, recent progress 
in, which remains as in the issue of 1927, 
and those on Diphtheria and Surgery, and 
many bibliographies which hold over from 
1918-1920. Pronounced inequalities in 
the age of information often introduce 
an element of uncertainty which the 
reader must consider. Like criticisms of 
course could be applied in some degree 
to probably any partial revision of an 
encyclopedia. 

The Classified index (v.30) seems 
identical with that of the 1918-1920 
edition, though many articles referred 
to are no longer included in the encyclo- 
pedia or are on different pages, and though 
much new material has been added since 
that date. 

In spite of the shortcomings, which 
have been pointed out, however, the 
present Americana remains one of the 
chief standard encyclopedias available to 
the American adult public today. With 
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the caution that the information on many 
subjects must be supplemented by refer- 
ence to yearbooks and other recent 
sources, the 1936 printing is recom- 
mended to libraries and individuals not 
owning the 1931-1932 revision. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica. 14th edi- 
tion. 24v. Chicago, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, inc., c1936. Buckram 
$149; Britannotex $159. Cash dis- 
counts to schools and libraries of $20 
within thirty days; $10 within six 
months. 


This is a reprint with numerous 
changes of the 1929 edition reviewed in 
The Subscription Books Bulletin, Janu- 
ary 1930, p.12, and in Reference books 
of 1929, p.9, by Miss Mudge and others. 
See also the note in Miss Mudge’s Guide 
to reference books, sixth edition, p.43. 

New articles ranging in length from 
one to two and one-half columns have 
been added on Deuterium or heavy hy- 
drogen, Edward VIII, Infantile paralysis, 
Manchoukuo, Relief, Stratosphere, and 
Telephotography. The forty-five other 
new articles, of which about half are 
biographical, vary in length from mere 
definitions of a few lines, as G-men, to 
three-fourths of a column, as Sales tax. 
Room has been made for these additions 
by condensing older articles and by short- 
ening or deleting bibliographies. 

Articles on China, France, Italy, 
Japan, Russia, Spain, United States, Eng- 
lish history, Labour law, and League 
of nations have been supplemented with 
new pages lettered A and B (in the case 
of the United States, A, B, C, D). 

Population statistics seem in general 
to have been consistently revised, al- 


though occasional exceptions were noted 
in the case of some very small towns. 
Other statistics on commerce, finance, 
industry, agriculture, etc., for states and 
countries remain unchanged, except 
where the new lettered pages have been 
inserted. In many cases a few lines or 
paragraphs added at the end of the article 
bring the history of the state or country 
up to date. 

Examples of articles which have been 
entirely rewritten by new authors are 
Air routes, Airship, Washington, D.C., 
Jesus, Society of, and those on industrial 
companies. Among those partially re- 
written are Prohibition, Stock exchange, 
Motion pictures, Dress, and Motor car. 
Articles dealing with Aviation show con- 
siderable change, and in general those 
dealing with technical subjects, such as 
Telescope, Television, note some recent 
developments. 

While modifications to include recent 
information, particularly statistics, have 
been made in articles on certain of 
the large industries, such as Petroleum, 
and Iron and Steel, others, such as Cot- 
ton, Sugar, Agriculture, and Agricultural 
statistics are unchanged. 

Most of the articles on cities have not 
been brought up to date except for popu- 
lation figures. Washington, entirely re- 
written, Chicago, considerably revised, 
and New York, slightly revised, are ex- 
ceptions. Information on Harvard, 
Princeton, Chicago, and certain other 
large universities has been brought up 
to date but not that on the state uni- 
versities. Late records and other material 
have been included for some but not all 
of the major sports. There is no article 
on the planet, Pluto, and the very brief 
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information on Pluto, under Planet, is not 
up-to-date. 

Recent items have been added in some 
cases to existing biographical articles. 
Out of fifty persons having biographies 
in the Encyclopaedia Britannica whose 
deaths are noted in the International 
yearbook, 1934, death dates for thirty- 
eight have been added to the Britannica 
articles. 

Bibliographies show few changes, 
though in some cases recent titles have 
been added, as under Photography, Pen- 
sions, United States, and Telephone. As 
already noted, some bibliographies have 
been shortened or entirely eliminated to 
provide space for new text material. 

Maps in volume 24 appear unchanged. 

Numerous new illustrations have been 
substituted for older ones, as in connection 
with aviation and other means of trans- 
portation, and several entirely new 
plates, including illustrations of recently 
constructed dams, English kings and 
queens, and great seals of the United 
States have been added. 

The index has been revised to include 
entries for new articles and also to bring 
out new subjects in some of the re- 
vised articles; e.g., Tydings-McDuffie 
act (1934), mentioned in the added 
material on the Philippine islands. 

Errors in the first printing of the 
Britannica which were noted in the 
review in Reference books of 1929 have 
been corrected. 

Paper in the buckram bound set is of 
heavier quality than that in the 1929 
edition in which front and back pages 
have buckled in usage. In the Britanno- 
tex set of the 1936 reprint the paper is 
thinner than in either of the other sets. 


Margins are narrower in both sets of the 
1936 reprint, particularly in the Britan- 
notex set. Inside margins are much too 
narrow. 

The Britannotex cover is a fabrikoid 
of pleasing appearance which seems 
light in weight for hard wear. 

Exception must be taken to statements 
in the publisher’s advertising that the 
present Britannica is “thoroughly re- 
vised” and “up-to-date in the fullest sense 
of the word.” Nevertheless, although it 
is not a complete revision, improvements 
are numerous and definite. It is rec- 
ommended for libraries and individuals 
needing a large encyclopedia or wishing 
to replace a worn copy of an earlier print- 
ing of the present edition. Larger li- 
braries, and doubtless many other libraries 
where funds permit, will wish to add it 
in any case. 

Earlier printings of the 14th edition re- 
main valuable, however, especially the 
1932 printing which gives population 
figures for 1930 and 1931. Where 
copies of these printings are in good 
physical condition, libraries with limited 
means should consider the possibility of 
continuing to use their old sets in con- 
nection with good yearbooks and similar 
supplementary material. 


Encyclopedia of banking and finance, 


by Glen G. Munn. N. Y., Bankers 
publishing co., 1935. Vol. 1, 784p., 
$6.50. 


In its new edition this reference work, 
formerly in one volume, has been re- 
vised and expanded into two volumes to 
cover the extensive changes in its field 
since the preceding edition of 1931. “The 
permanent (or semi-permanent) subjects, 
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including bibliographies, have been as- 
signed to the first volume, while legisla- 
tive texts, statistical tables requiring 
annual supplementation, and other ma- 
terial inherently subject to modification 
from time to time has [sic] been trans- 
ferred (with additions) to volume 2. 
By separating the semi-permanent sub- 
jects in volume 1, the subjects in flux in 
volume 2 can be revised without, of 
simultaneous revision of 

Except for a limited 
number of subjects written too late to 
index in volume 1, every title appearing 
in volume 2 also appears in volume 1.” 

Volume 2 has not yet been published. 

While some terms are simply defined, 
others are given encyclopedic explanation, 
e.g., Business cycle, p.105-15, Invest- 
ment trust, p.382-89. The concise and 
untechnical style is calculated to make 
information readily understandable by 
the layman. 

Short lists of references, sometimes 
only one or two titles, follow many 
articles, and there are a few longer lists, 
such as that of six columns under Bank. 
These cannot be depended upon for 
selectivity or up-to-dateness, as some 
lists have not been revised for this edition. 
Thus, under Property is a reference to 
C. A. Webb’s Valuation of real property, 
1913, though there is an edition of 1931. 
Dates are but inconsistently included, 
and references are in no particular order. 
The listing of current periodical publi- 
cations under Index numbers, Market 
influences, and Business forecasting is a 
useful feature. 

Important federal legislative docu- 
ments bearing upon finance are sum- 
marized in this volume, with references 


necessity, a 
volume 1. 


to the second volume for complete texts. 
Entries under popular names for federal 
laws, such as the Glass-Steagall act, 
should prove a great convenience, which 
might have been increased by the inclusion 
of official statute numbers. 

Some statistical tables, such as gold 
holdings, bank failures, and interest tables 
appear. There are also maps of Federal 
reserve and Federal land bank districts, 
charts of bank organization and business 
cycles, and many documentary forms, 
such as wills, consular invoices, and bills 
of lading. This illustrative material is 
listed in the front of the volume, though 
with many omissions. 

An extensive use of cross references 
simplifies the finding of information. In 
a few cases these have not been revised. 

The alphabetizing is a sometimes 
puzzling combination of the letter-by- 
letter and word-by-word systems. 

New articles appear under such entries 
as Farm credit administration, Social 
credit, and Social insurance. The I sec- 
tion, checked to determine the extent of 
revision, includes the new headings Im- 
perial bank of India, Import quota, 
Inactive post, Insured banks, Inter- 
national debts, Internal revenue, Inter- 
national labor organization, and Italian 
stock exchanges. Inflation has been ex- 
panded from half a column to two and 
one-half pages, with a_ bibliography 
added, and Investment shows consider- 
able revision. A number of other articles 
contain minor changes such as bringing 
statistics up to date. 

Occasional instances of incomplete 
revision were found. One of the more 
serious appears in the article Bank stock, 
which specifies only one kind of stock, 
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common, although the Banking act of 
1933 provides also for preferred. The 
reference, under National bureau of 
standards, to current issues of the Stand- 
ards yearbook, which was discontinued 
with the 1933 issue, is likewise incorrect. 

Information under Kern amendment, 
reprinted from the older edition, is con- 
fused by an apparent error in punctuation 
and is moreover evidently incorrect, as 
it quotes from the Clayton anti-trust act 
and amendments adopted in 1928 and 
1929, whereas the amendment to the 
Clayton act sponsored by Representative 
Kern was adopted in 1916. 

In its physical make-up the volume, 
which is bound in blue cloth, is generally 
satisfactory, though the light hinge does 
not promise to hold up under hard use. 

The merits of the new arrangement in 
two volumes cannot be finally judged 
until the second volume has been ex- 
amined, but at present it does not promise 
to be as satisfactory as the former arrange- 
ment in a single alphabet. 

Information in the Encyclopedia of 
banking appears on the whole reliable, 
although the shortcomings pointed out 
indicate that some of the material cannot 
be used without verification. Earlier 
editions have proved to be useful refer- 
ence tools. 

Volume 1 of the new edition is rec- 
ommended. 


Health knowledge; a thorough and 
concise knowledge of the prevention, 
causes and treatments of disease, sim- 
plified for home use; editor-in-chief 
J. L. Corish, M.D. [mew revised 
edition] 2v. N. Y., Medical book 
distributors, inc. [1934, c1931] $36. 


The two volumes of this work aim 
to give the layman a knowledge of the 
human body, the diseases which attack 
it and methods whereby disease may be 
prevented or cured. The table of con- 
tents lists sections on physical culture, 
child care, home nursing, diet, first aid, 
invalid cookery, beauty culture, anatomy 
and physiology, materia medica, sex 
training in the home and various types 
of disease. A short dictionary of medi- 
cal terms and some pharmaceutical in- 
formation are also given. 

The foreword emphasizes prevention 
as the main interest of the work, but 
actually only six out of thirty-five chap- 
ters deal primarily with this aspect of 
the subject. The major part of the text 
covers the common diseases in an orderly 
and uniform way. Definition is given 
first, followed by causes, symptoms, 
treatment and diet where special diet 
is necessary. 

Illustrations are numerous. Many of 
them are helpful in explaining the text 
although some, particularly the colored 
plates of fruits and vegetables, appear to 
be included for decorative purposes 
alone. In a few cases no key is given 
to drawings of body organs where parts 
have been labeled a, b, c, etc. Diagnos- 
tic tables, and charts showing the chemi- 
cal composition and value of foods, sup- 
plement the text. 

A fairly complete index is found at the 
end of the second volume. 

The volumes are clearly printed on 
good paper. The cloth imitation leather 
used on the covers is of poor quality ; the 
joints are weak ; the sewing is good. 

Despite some mention of the results 
of research in the treatment and preven- 
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tion of disease, there are frequent omis- 
sions. No reference is made to the value 
of liver in the diet of persons suffering 
from anemia, to the use of serum in the 
treatment of infantile paralysis, or to 
surgery in cases of tuberculosis of the 
lungs. Although many of the home 
remedies suggested may be valuable and 
harmless, the application of cobwebs 
under a bandage for bleeding of the 
skin, and hot raisins placed in the canal 
of the ear to relieve earache seem dubi- 
ous practices to say the least. 

The numerous prescriptions which can- 
not be classed as home remedies, ¢.g., 
those for pneumonia, rheumatism, sleep- 
lessness and tapeworm, together with the 
descriptions of symptoms and treatment 
and the diagnostic charts, definitely en- 
courage self-medication. They make 
Health knowledge a dangerous work to 
put into the hands of the individual with- 
out medical training, but with a willing- 
ness to experiment. 

A section that is headed “Authorities 
Consulted” follows the title page. It 
contains a “list of physicians, surgeons 
and authors whose standard works on 
medicine are without doubt the best in the 
world, and to which we (editor and staff) 
are greatly indebted for the valuable in- 
formation obtained therefrom.” Specific 
works are not cited. The corps of “com- 
petent physicians and surgeons from the 
leading hospitals, colleges, and universi- 
ties of the United States and foreign 
countries” who have assisted the editor- 
in-chief, Dr. J. L. Corish, are not named. 

Even taking into account the supple- 
mentary service for keeping the work 
up to date for five years after purchase, 
the price of the set appears high. Bet- 


ter and less expensive works on house- 
hold medicine are available. 

Not recommended for individuals or 
for libraries. 


Pictured knowledge. 2233 Grand 
Ave., Kansas City, Mo., Marshall 
Hughes co., 1936. 


The publishers inform the Subscription 
Books Committee that they have made 
extensive and important revisions in the 
1936 edition of Pictured knowledge. An 
earlier edition was reviewed in The Bul- 
letin of July 1930. The Committee 
plans to examine the set for comment or 
review in a future issue of The Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin. Until then readers 
desiring the recommendations or impres- 
sions of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee are advised to defer purchase. 


Who’s who in American education; 
a biographical dictionary of eminent 
living educators of the United States; 
ed. by Robert C. Cook. 7th ed., 1935- 
36. N.Y., Robert C. Cook co., c1936. 
680p. blue cloth $10. 

Presidents and professors in Ameri- 
can colleges and universities; an 
illustrated biographical directory of 
administrators and teachers in Ameri- 
can colleges and universities; ed. by 
Robert C. Cook. Ist ed., 1935-36. 
N. Y., Robert C. Cook co., c1935. 
680p. red cloth $10. 

These two volumes duplicate each 
other in content, except for the prefaces, 
for the “Biographical sketches and photo- 
graphs received too late to be included 
in regular section” in Who's who 
in American education, p.i-xlii, and for 
the “Results of voting on leading educa- 
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tors in various fields” in Presidents and 
professors. In the main parts of the two 
books, numbering 680 pages, names, 
biographical data, and photographs appear 
identical. This fact does not appear in 
a publisher’s folder which advertises the 
two titles. 

The stated purpose of the one is to 
present ‘“‘a good cross section of the men 
and women in the field of education,” 
of the other “a good cross section of 
the men and women in colleges and 
universities” in every state. Neither is 
intended to include all representatives or 
to exclude all but the most eminent 
representatives of its field. The state- 
ment to this effect in the preface to 
Who’s who in American education some- 
what contradicts the volume’s subtitle. 

The following comments apply to both 
volumes unless otherwise indicated. 

The 6,000 names claimed by the pub- 
lisher include city and state school offi- 


cials, elementary and secondary school 
teachers, librarians, representatives of 
educational and social welfare founda- 
tions and other organizations, and mem- 
bers of publishing houses, as well as 
administrators, professors, and trustees 


of colleges and universities. Persons 
connected with institutions of higher 
education appear to predominate. 
Sketches vary in length from two or 
three lines to more than a column. In- 
formation includes present position, ad- 
dress, date and place of birth, parentage, 
marriage, children, education, experience, 
association memberships, publications, 
and military record, and occasionally 
hobbies. “One of the most valuable 
items,” according to the preface to 


Who's who in American education, “is 


the title of the Ph.D. dissertation,” but 
this information does not appear in all 
cases where it would apply. In the A 
section it is given for somewhat over 
half the holders of Ph.D. degrees. The 
titles of Masters’ theses are noted for a 
number of persons who lack the higher 
honor. 

A feature of the volume is its ap- 
proximately 4,000 photographs. ‘These 
are grouped usually twelve or sixteen 
on a page, with identifying legends at 
the bottom of the page. They are in 
most cases widely separated from the 
corresponding biographical sketches, but 
are regularly referred to from the latter. 
This reference is printed preceding the 
sketch so that it appears rather to refer 
to the preceding article. 

Although photographs are not included 
for all persons given biographical notice, 
there are on the other hand many photo- 
graphs of persons for whom no sketches 
are included. ‘These names are listed 
in alphabetical order among the sketches, 
with references to the photographs. The 
A section contains 46 such names. 
A number of photographs were noted 
whose subjects were not listed. Some 
are duplicated. 

Poor editorial supervision is apparent 
in other respects. Typographical er- 
rors are frequent. Kinds of information 
do not always follow the same order. 
Standard forms for abbreviations or con- 
tractions are not always used, e.g., rsch 
(research) and librn (librarian), and 
the same word is sometimes abbreviated 
in more than one way. 

The page is generally unattractive. 
Lack of indention, poor spacing, and un- 
even inking, give it a crowded effect in 
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spite of adequate margins and make it 
hard to distinguish entries readily in spite 
of their heavy black capitals. Many of 
the photographs are poorly reproduced. 

The introductory article “Results of 
voting on leading educators in various 
fields” which appears in Presidents and 
professors is chiefly a subject list based 
on about 5,000 ballots in which uni- 
versity and college professors named “the 
person or persons in their educational 
field doing outstanding work during the 
school year 1934-35.” To be of much 
value such a list should have more ex- 
planation than given here. Typograph- 
ical and other errors were noted in it, 
such as the transposition of Professor 
Tenny Frank’s name and the assignment 
of Professor Boyd Henry Bode of the 
State university of Ohio to that of Iowa. 
Of the first 53 names in the list, 45 were 
found not to have biographical sketches 
in either volume. John Dewey’s name 
is missing. 

Information was gathered by means 
of questionnaires filled out by the sub- 
jects themselves and, if allowance is made 


for typographical errors, is presumably 
reliable. 

The binding does not appear strong 
enough to hold up under hard usage. 

The first two editions of Who’s who 
in American education were reviewed in 
The Subscription Books Bulletin, Octo- 
ber 1930, and not recommended. 

Because of its incompleteness, poor 
editing and other defects noted, this 
work cannot be recommended as satis- 
factory under either of its titles. In view 
of the scarcity of current educational 
biography, however, libraries which have 
a definite demand for that subject may 
feel its addition to be advisable. 


CORRECTION 


The Funk & Wagnalls New standard 
dictionary, containing a standard history 
of the world, in the two-volume duroyd- 
bound edition priced at $33, may be pur- 
chased by schools and libraries at 20% 
discount, according to the publishers. It 


was reviewed in The Subscription Books 
Bulletin for October 1934, p. 54. 





Index—1934-1936 (Vols. V-VIL) 


Aiton’s encyclopedia. See New standard en- 
cyclopedia 

All about coffee. Ap, 1936, p. 18 

All about tea. Ap, 1936, p. 19 

American educator encyclopedia. 
p. 37 

American historical scene. Ja, 1936, p. 3 

American literature. Ap, 1934, p. 17 

American Oxford dictionary. See Pocket Ox- 
ford dictionary 

American women. 

Americana annual, 
p. 49. 

America’s young men. Jl, 1935, p. 35 

Applied electricity. Ja, 1934, p. 2 

Automobile engineering. O, 1935, p. 50 


Jl, 1934, 


O, 1935, p. 49 
Jl, 1935, p. 34; O, 1936, 


_—— 


Bijou pronouncing dictionary. See Nuttall’s 
bijou pronouncing dictionary 

Book of culture. Jl, 1935, p. 36 

Book of knowledge. Jl, 1935, p. 37 

Britannica home university. See under En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica 

Britannica junior. Ja, 1935, p. 5; see also 
Weedon’s modern encyclopedia 

Builders of America. Ja, 1934, p. 4 

Business management series. See Practical 
business administration 

Cambridge encyclopaedia. 

Catholic builders of the nation. 
p. 18 

Character training through story, work and 
play. Ja, 1934, p. 5 


Jl, 1935, p. 38 
Ap, 1934, 
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Childcraft. Ja, 1935, p. 9; O, 1935, p. 51 

Children’s hour (Guide). See Guide to the 
Children’s hour 

Citizen’s atlas of the world. Ap, 1936, p. 21 

Civil service library. Ap, 1935, p. 17 

College standard dictionary. See Practical 
standard dictionary 

Columbia encyclopedia. O, 1935, p. 54 

Commonwealth vocational-guidance mono- 
graphs. Jl, 1935, p. 39 

Compendium of American genealogy. Jl, 
1934, p. 37 

Comprehensive standard dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 73 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia. 
p. 10 

Concise encyclopedia. Ap, 1935, p. 19 

Concise etymological dictionary. O, 1934, p. 63 

Concise Oxford dictionary. O, 1934, p. 63 

Concise standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 74 

Cumulative loose-leaf business encyclopedia. 
O, 1936, p. 50 

Cyclopedia of applied electricity. See Applied 
electricity 

Cyclopedia of medicine. Ap, 1936, p. 23 

Cyclopedia of United States postmarks and 
postal history. Ap, 1936, p. 24 

Desk standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 64 

Desk Webster. See Laird & Lee’s Webster’s 
modern dictionary 

Dictionary of English pronunciation with 
American variants. O, 1934, p. 65 


Ja, 1935, 


EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL ARTICLES 


A.L.A. and publisher-relationships. See 
Editorial. O, 1934, p. 50 
About Agents. Ap, 1936, p. 17 
As You Were. Jl, 1935, p. 50 
Children’s Encyclopedias. Ja, 1935, p. 1 
For a Good Cause. Ja, 1936, p. 1 
Milam, Carl H. Editorial. O, 1934, p. 50 
NRA Code. Jl, 1934, p. 33 
Old Game Blocked Again. O, 1935, p. 61 
On Buying a Dictionary. O, 1934, p. 51 
To Buy and What to Buy. Ja, 1935, p. 4 
Trade practice rules. See NRA Code. Jl, 
1934, p. 33 
Electrical engineering. See Applied electric- 
ity 
Eliot Foundation of Adult Education exten- 
sion course. Ap, 1935, p. 20 
Eminent Americans. Ap, 1936, p. 25 
Encyclopedia Americana. O, 1936, p. 53 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. O, 1936, p. 55; 
Britannica home university, Ja, 1934, p. 7; 
World today, Ja, 1934, p. 5; Jl, 1936, p. 47 


(Encyclopaedia) Britannica junior. See 
Britannica junior 

Encyclopedia of banking. O, 1936, p. 56 

Encyclopedia of Canada. O, 1935, p. 57 

Encyclopedia of Jewish knowledge. Ap, 1936, 
p. 25 

Energy and matter, building blocks of the 
universe, by Charles B. Bazzoni. See 
University series 

Etymological dictionary of modern English. 
O, 1934, p. 51 

Etymological dictionary (Skeat’s). See under 
review of Etymological dictionary of 
modern English 

Executive’s desk book. O, 1934, p. 65 

Facts. Ap, 1934, p. 19 

Forward-March! Jl, 1935, p. 41; Ja, 1936, 
p. + 

Foundation stones of success. Ja, 1934, p. 7 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard dictionary. 
O, 1934, p. 52 

also a standard history of the world. 0, 

1934, p. 54; (corrections) Jl, 1936, p. 48; 
O, 1936, p. 61 

Funk & Wagnalls new standard encyclo- 
pedia year book for 1934. Ja, 1936, p. 8 

Garden dictionary. Jl, 1936, p. 33 

Garden encyclopedia. Jl, 1936, p. 35 

General catalog of United States postmarks. 
Ap, 1936, p. 26 

Guide to the Children’s hour. Ap, 1936, p. 27 

Handbook of American genealogy. Jl, 1934, 
p. 37 

Handy volume atlas. Ap, 1936, p. 28 

Hayward’s key to knowledge. Ap, 1935, p. 22 

Health knowledge. O, 1936, p. 58 

High school standard dictionary. See Desk 
standard dictionary 

History of the state of New York. Jl, 1935, 
p. 41 

History of the United States, by James Trus- 
low Adams. Ja, 1934, p. 9 

How and why library. Ap, 1935, p. 23 

Hoyt’s new cyclopedia of practical quotations. 
Ja, 1934, p. 10 

Intercollegiate football. Ap, 1935, p. 24 

International library of music: Piano series. 
Fa, 3935,.p. 31 

Jewish encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 10 

John Martin’s big book for little folk. Ap, 
1936, p. 29 

King and his Empire. Jl, 1936, p. 36 

Laird & Lee’s standard Webster pocket dic- 
tionary. O, 1934, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s vest-pocket Webster. See Laird 
& Lee’s standard Webster pocket dictionary 
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Laird & Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary; 
handy edition. O, 1934, p. 75 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard Amer- 
ican dictionary. O, 1934, p. 65 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard dic- 
tionary; for all grammar and common 
school grades; premier or popular editions. 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
grammar and common school grades 

Laird & Lee’s Webster’s new standard diction- 
ary; high school and collegiate edition. 
See Webster’s new standard dictionary; 
high school, academic and collegiate grades 

Lincoln library of essential information. Jl, 
1934, p. 38 

March of man. Jl, 1936, p. 38 

Modern American encyclopedia. 
p. 23 

Modern encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 12; (cor- 
rection) Ja, 1935, p. 12 

Modern encyclopedia for children. 
p. 12 

Mother’s encyclopedia. Ja, 1934, p. 13 

Mythology of all races. Jl, 1934, p. 38 

National cyclopedia of American biography. 
Ap, 1935, p. 26 

National service manual. 

Natural history pictures. Ap, 1934, p. 24 

New Century dictionary. O, 1934, p. 54 

New Champlin cyclopedia. Jl, 1936, p. 48 

New English dictionary. See Oxford English 
dictionary 

New general encyclopedia. 

New international encyclopaedia. 
p. 61 

New international year book. Ja, 1936, p. 9 

New standard encyclopedia. Ap, 1934, p. 24 

New standard encyclopedia of universal 
knowledge. Ja, 1936, p. 10 

New students reference work. See Modern 
American encyclopedia 

New universal handbook. Ja, 1936, p. 11 

New universal self-pronouncing dictionary 
(Universal graphic). O, 1934, p. 75 

——-; including a dictionary of obscure words 
used in cross-word puzzle construction. See 
New universal self-pronouncing dictionary 
(Universal graphic) 

—; pocket edition. O, 1934, p. 77 

—; with an encyclopedic appendix, handy 
edition. O, 1934, p. 76 

New wonder book of knowledge. 
p. 42 

Newnes’ pictorial knowledge. 
knowledge 

Nirenstein’s real estate atlas. 


Ap, 1934, 


Ja, 1935, 


Ja, 1935, p. 14 


Ap, 1936, p. 31 
O, 1935, 


Jl, 1935, 
See Pictorial 


O, 1935, p. 59 


- 


Nuttall’s bijou pronouncing dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 77 

Nuttall’s standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 66 

Our planet. Jl, 1935, p. 44; (correction) O, 
1935, p. 61 

Oxford English dictionary. O, 1934, p. 55 

Pictorial knowledge. Jl, 1934, p. 39 

Pictured knowledge. O, 1936, p. 59 

Picturesque tale of progress. Ap, 1936, p. 31 

Pocket Oxford dictionary. O, 1934, p. 77 

; American edition. See Pocket Oxford 
dictionary 
; school edition. See Pocket Oxford dic- 

tionary 

Pocket pronouncing dictionary. O, 1934, p. 78 

Poor’s register of directors. Jl, 1936, p. 40 

Practical business administration. Jl, 1934, 
p. 40; Jl, 1936, p. 41 

Practical electricity. See Applied electricity 

Practical standard dictionary. O, 1934, p. 66 

Presidents and professors. O, 1936, p. 59 

Principal women of America. Ap, 1936, p. 32 

Races of man, differentiation and dispersal 
of man, by Robert Bean. See University 
series 

Real America in romance. Jl, 1934, p. 42 

Revival of the past ages. Ja, 1936, p. 12 

Richards cyclopedia. Jl, 1934, p. 43; (correc- 
tion) O, 1934, p. 83 

Royal Webster dictionary for home and 
school. O, 1934, p. 78 

Sacred pageant of the ages. Ap, 1935, p. 27 

Shorter Oxford English dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 56 

Smallest living things, by Gary N. Calkins. 
See University series 

Smithsonian scientific series. Ap, 1934, p. 26 

Space, time and relativity, the Einstein uni- 
verse by H. Horton Sheldon. See Uni- 
versity series 

Standard reference work. See New standard 
encyclopedia 

Standard reference work for the home, school 
and library. See New standard encyclo- 
pedia 

Students cyclopedia. 
encyclopedia 

Students reference work. See Modern Amer- 
ican encyclopedia ; 

Thorndike-Century junior dictionary. Ap, 
1935, p. 28 

Twentieth century encyclopedia. 
p. 29 

Universal dictionary. O, 1934, p. 57 

Universal graphic dictionary. See New uni- 
versal self-pronouncing dictionary, p. 75 


See Modern American 


Ap, 1935, 
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Universal history of the world. Ap, 1934, 
p. 28 

Universal home and school dictionary. See 
New universal self-pronouncing dictionary ; 
with an encyclopedic appendix; handy ed. 

Universal shorter dictionary. See New uni- 
versal self-pronouncing dictionary; with 
an encyclopedic appendix; handy edition 

University of North Carolina library ex- 
tension publications. Ja, 1935, p. 14 

University series. Ja, 1934, p. 14 

Vest-pocket standard dictionary. 
p. 78 

Volume library. Ap, 1934, p. 30 

Webster’s academic dictionary. O, 1934, p. 67 

Webster’s collegiate dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 67 

Webster’s daily use dictionary. See Webster’s 
practical dictionary 

Webster’s elementary dictionary. Ja, 1936, 
p. 14 

Webster’s elementary school dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 78 

Webster’s handy condensed dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 79 

Webster’s imperial dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s little gem dictionary. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s modern dictionary. See Laird & 
Lee’s Webster’s modern dictionary 

Webster’s monarch dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s new ideal dictionary. 
p. 68 

Webster’s new international dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 58 

——-; with reference history. O, 1934, p. 62 

Webster’s new standard dictionary; elemen- 
tary school edition. See Laird & Lee’s 
Webster’s modern dictionary 

——,; grammar and common school grades. 
O, 1934, p. 79 

; high school, academic and collegiate 
grades. O, 1934, p. 69 
; intermediate grades. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s new world dictionary. Ja, 1936, 
p. 15 

Webster’s practical dictionary. O, 1934, p. 79 

Webster’s secondary-school dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 69 

Webster’s shorter school dictionary. O, 1934, 
p. 80 

Webster’s standard dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 

Webster’s twentieth century dictionary. O, 
1934, p. 70 


O, 1934, 


O, 1934, 


Webster’s universal dictionary. See Webster’s 
twentieth century dictionary 
Weedon’s modern encyclopedia. 

p. 31 
Who’s who among association executives. Jl, 
1935, p. 45 
Who’s who in American education. O, 1936, 
p. 59 
Who’s who in commerce and industry. Jl, 
1936, p. 43 
Who’s who in Latin America. Jl, 1936, p. 44 
Winston simplified dictionary; advanced edi- 
tion. See Winston simplified dictionary; 
encyclopedic edition 
; college edition. See Winston simplified 
dictionary; encyclopedic edition 
; comprehensive edition. See Winston 
simplified dictionary; intermediate edition 
; concise edition. See Winston simplified 
dictionary; primary edition 
——; encyclopedic edition. O, 1934, p. 72 
——; intermediate edition. O, 1934, p. 80 
——; practical edition. See Winston simplified 
dictionary; encyclopedic edition 
; primary edition. O, 1934, p. 80 
Wonders of animal life. Ap, 1934, p. 31 
World book encyclopedia. Ja, 1935, p. 15 
World book encyclopedia annual for 1935, 
Jl, 1936, p. 46 
World today. Ja, 1934, p. 5; Jl, 1936, p. 47 
World wide illustrated encyclopedia. Jl, 
1935, p. 46 
World’s great pictures. Jl, 1934, p. 46 
World’s greatest books. Jl, 1934, p. 47 
World’s story. Jl, 1934, p. 47; (correction) 
O, 1934, p. 83 


Ap, 1934, 





——— is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Associa- 


tion. No pronouncements made in this 
Bulletin can be considered official pro- 
nouncements of the American Library 
Association. Official pronouncements are 
made so only by formal vote of the 
Executive Board, Council, or member- 
ship of the association. Obviously no 
such action has been secured or sought 
in matters pertaining to the evaluation 
of subscription books. No opinion ex- 
pressed herein can therefore be cited as 
“an official endorsement” of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 
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